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•  Look for project opportunities to design ‘Ecosystems of Knowledge’ platforms to promote the study of ecology in schools 
•  Connect ‘Research Game’ with Citizen Science initiatives 
•  Connect ‘Research Game’ with national initiatives  

A moodle platform was the centre of all activities, constituting both 
the game-based platform and its social community. Students were 
asked to build hypotheses, carry out research work, test the 
validity of their hypotheses and finalize a findings-based theory. 
On the platform, teams, shared their findings, making comparisons 
and exchanging information, and published the research products 
(videos, posters, reports) and played the final competition 
(www.researchgame.eu/platform). 
49 teams from 8 countries participated in phase 1 and 70 products 
were published; 437 students played the final competition. One of 
the most interesting research experience concerned the 
Presidency of the Italian Republic Castelporziano Estate. 
 

Citizen science and information communication technology are key 
in connecting science and education, by expanding ecological 
research frontiers and public engagement. An international 
experience, involving European secondary school students in the 
Research Game project (LLP-Comenius), introduced them to the 
scientific method by sharing the excitement of research. 

The project combined theoretical activities with ICT and 
requested the production of practical and didactic works 
related to biodiversity and ecology; it comprised two 
phases: 1) learning by doing, 2) online competition.   
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Hypothesis: the protected ecosystem of the Presidential Estate is not 
affected by natural and anthropic impacts.  

Test: chemical (levels of air-water pollutants) data obtained on 
wet and dry samples were collected in three different sites Conclusion: the hypothesis is not correct 

Results: the high values of nitrites and nitrates in the dry samples bring out  
the effect of human activities and of the nearby city of Rome 


