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Activities

 The CTC selects high-quality data to be made
available to the scientific community,
therefore it works upgrading, standardizing
and refining data to be hosted in the
LifeWatch Italy infrastructure.

* Namely, CTC seeks to promote and
support all initiatives directed to the
digitization of biodiversity data from
natural history collections and Citizen
Science projects, with the aim of ensuring
their availability online.
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Collaborations

CTC collaborates in the development of the
National Biodiversity Network (NNB) which
aggregates currently 54 datasets from various
sources for a total of approximately 1,200,000
records of occurrence.

Data portal Naturaitalia (
http://www.naturaitalia.it/), the official site of
Biodiversity in Italy owned by the Ministry of
Environment.

RICERCA DATI PRIMARI SPECIE

Utilizzare I'asterisco (*) come carattere jolly. Minimo 3 caratteri {ad esempio Abi*)

Parnassius apollo™ X ‘ Ricerca Avanzata = ?

Limite massimo di risultati per singolo database
Tempo di attesa massimo in secondi

Cerca

&
°f ’{ h CONFERENZA ANNUALE LIFEWATCH ITALIA
Ll ?}Nﬁ C Biblioteca della Accademia Nazionale delle Scienze

16 Dicembre 2015 ROMA

ITALIA



Centro Tematico Collezioni )

Collaborations

«CollMap» Project: MOU LifeWatch-ANMS

OCIAZIONE NAZIONALE MUSEI SCIENTIFICI

ITALIA

Collezioni Naturalistiche
nei Musei Scientifici Italiani
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TERS biodiversity is hidden deep in its habitat
(see image)). Moreover, identification
is often not the most important reason
Edited by Jennifer Sills to collect voucher specimens. Studies of
morphological diversity and its evolution
are impossible without whole specimens.

Specimen collection: | preservea specimens aiso provide veris-

N able data points for monitoring species
An essential tool health, distribution, and phenotypes
through time. Both historical and new col-
COLLECTING BIOLOGICAL specimens for lections played a key role in understanding
scientific studies came under scrutiny the spread of the chytrid fungus infec-
when B. A. Minteer ef al. [*Avoiding tion, ane of the greatest current threats
(reJextinction,” Perspectives, 18 April, p. to amphibians (5). The decision to ban

260) suggested that this practice plays a sig- | dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane (DDT)
nificant role in species extinctions.
Based on a small number of exam-
ples (rare birds, frogs, and a few
plants), the authors concluded that
collection of voucher specimens

is potentially harmful to many
species, and that alternatives—
photographs, audio recordings and
nonlethal tissue sampling for DNA
analysis—are sufficient to document
biological diversity.

‘The isolated examples that
Minteer ef al. cited to demonstrate
the negative impact of scientific
collecting have been carefully ana-
Iyzed, and none of these extinction
events can be attributed to that
cause (1-3). For example, only
about 102 Great Auk specimens

(Pinguinus impennis) exist today ~ Undercover. Many Alpheidae

distract from the primary causes of modern
extinetion: habitat degradation and loss,
unsustainable harvesting, and invasive
species (10). It is important to distin-
guish protecting the lives of individuals
from conserving populations and species.
Individuals are lost every day to predation,
natural death, and anthropogenic factors,
hence it is the populations we try to save.
Halting collection of voucher specimens by
scientists would be detrimental not only

to our understanding of Earths diverse
biota and its biological processes, but

also for conservation and management
efforts. Species descriptions, biodiversity

in scientific collections, many of
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AREVIEW OF BARRIERS TO THE SHARING OF BIODIVERSITY DATA AND
INFORMATION, WITH RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ELIMINATING THEM
Note by the Executive Secretary

1 The Executive Secretary is pleased to circulate herewith the document entitled “A review of

barriers to the sharing of biodiversity data and information, with recc i

dations for eliminating
them”. This document, whose preparation was led by UNEP-WCMC in its capacity of the secretariat
of the Friends of the Conservation Commons, is a contribution to the following decisions highlightine
the importance of sharing biodiversity data and information for the implement=+-
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Collaborations
naturkunde
* Fauna Europaea (official db of berlin
the Pan-European Species FAUNA
directories Infrastructure — EURGPAEA
P ESI ) ALL EUROPEAN ANIMAL SPECIES ONLINE
| Catalogue of Life
e Catalogue of Life o o
[° oo V022NN
e Bio-Blitz initiatives Bi%}::gi_g..!

°f= '{ h CONFERENZA ANNUALE LIFEWATCH ITALIA
L]_ eW.ia C Biblioteca della Accademia Nazionale delle Scienze
‘ 16 Dicembre 2015 ROMA
ITALIA

poY



Centro Tematico Collezioni

DEST courses
Last event: 18-22 May 2015 - Firenze

International Course on "entomological research in protected areas" in
collaboration with the Distributed European School of Taxonomy (DEST)
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Indroductory courses to the Insect systematics

Last event: 14-18 September 2015 - Firenze
ANMS

j (|
ASSOCIAZIONE NAZIONALE MUSEI SCIENTIFICI

R UNIVERSITA | MUSEO DI
g ~ | DEGLI STUDI RIA
=¥l | FIRENZE | NATURALE
éON\OLOQ/O
Collaborazione tra: OQ'
*LifeWatch Italia e
*ANMS (Associazione Nazionale Musei ?sb

Scientifici)

*Museo di Storia Naturale dell’Universita
degli Studi di Firenze

*GET (Gruppo Entomologico Toscano)
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Il Centro Tematico Collezioni di LifeWatch Italia organizza il Workshop:

Strumenti informatici per la condivisione dei dati di occorrenza
nel Network Nazionale della Biodiversita

Roma, Universita di Tor Vergata
25 novembre 2015
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Strategic priorities

1. Expanding collaborative project LifeWatch ITA ~ANMS

0/

** CollMap Local: a special focus on
geographically sound collections

0/

** Search of partnership to develop an
EUCollIMap Project

.......
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Strategic priorities

2. Encourage biodiversity data digitization of data collection by:

&)
¢ dissemination and assistance in G EO Locate j

the use of specific software A Platform for Georeferencing Natural History
Collections Data

Wowne | o Wandeme Apy lhbes 400 Coma

*» development of tools dedicated g < —,
to the geo-referencing of the = /Rl \
data - ]
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Strategic priorities

Citizen Science

*» Develop a metadata catalog of Citizen Science
projects available online as a means to their
information content and audit strengths and
weaknesses of the projects.

s Establish a coordination point of BioBlitz initiatives
to serve as a newsboard, exchange of materials,
and a data-collection spot.

* Provide a unified access to the existing wide array
of natural science forums to highlight and finalize
the individual activities of stakeholders.
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