
CITIZEN	AND	COMMUNITY	SCIENTISTS	THROUGHOUT	THE	WORLD	COMPETE	IN	

‘CITY	NATURE	CHALLENGE	2018’		
APRIL	27-30	

		
Third	Annual	‘Challenge’	Grows	to	Over	65	Participating	Cities	on	Five	Continents	

and	nearly	300	Partnering	Museums,	Science	Centers	and	Organizations.		
	



What is the City Nature Challenge? 

It’s	 a	multi-day	 GLOBAL	 competition	 where	 cities	 are	 in	 a	 contest	 against	 each	 other	 to	 see	 who	 can	make	 the	most	
observations	of	nature,	who	can	find	the	most	species,	and	who	can	engage	the	most	people.	Citizens	use	mobile	phone	
app	and/or	website	to	submit	the	observations	they	collect.		
	
The	goal	is	both	to	involve	citizens	and	to	find	and	document	plants	and	wildlife	in	cities.		
Launched	by	the	Citizen	Science	Departments	at	the	Natural	History	Museum	of	Los	Angeles	County	and	the	California	
Academy	of	Sciences.	
	

First-ever	 City	 Nature	 Challenge	 in	 2016	 (LA	 vs	 San	
Francisco).		
	
In	2017,	more	 	 than	4000	people	participated	 in	 the	City	
Nature	Challenge	across	16	US	cities.	In	just	five	days,	they	
made	 over	 125,000	 observations	 of	 nature	 and	
documented	more	 than	8600	 species,	 including	392	 rare/
endangered/threatened	species.	

As	a	result	of	such	successful	edition,	the	event	went	global.		



Where is the City Nature Challenge 2018? 
The	City	Nature	Challenge	is	an	effort	to	explore	urban	nature	and	document	biodiversity	in	cities	around	the	world.		
	
This	year,	68	cities	in	17	countries	worldwide	have	joined.	It	was	right	time	to	show	how	much	biodiversity	is	in	their	backyard!	 

ROMA & PADOVA WERE ON FIRE!  



Padova & Roma: the more the merrier!  

Public	&	Private	Mates	



How citizens do collect wildlife observations? 



City Nature Challenge 2018 @Padova & Roma: outcomes 

Among	the	ten	European	cities,	Rome	and	Padua	were	the	two	Italian	representatives.		
	

During	the	4-day	event,	261	citizens	collected	1,895	observations	of	541	taxa	(738	observations	in	Padua,	1157	in	Rome).		

At	 the	 end	 of	 CNC,	 data	 have	 been	 validated	 and	 are	 now	 feeding	 national	 (Italian	 Network	 of	 Biodiversity)	 and	
international	(Global	Biodiversity	Information	Facility	-	GBIF)	aggregators	of	primary	biodiversity	data.		



City Nature Challenge 2018 @global outcomes 

During	the	4-days	over	17,329	people	managed	to	record	441,888	observations	from	around	the	world,	and	smashed	the	
previous	biggest	day	records.	
	

CNC	2017	

CNC	2018	

Largest	contributors		

Have	been	also	made	4,075	Research	Grade	observations*	of	599	rare,	endangered,	and	threatened	species	globally,	and	
added	over	100	new	species	that	had	not	previously	been	recorded	on	iNaturalist	EVER!	

*	Observations	become	"Research	Grade"	when	 the	community	agrees	on	 species-level	 ID	or	 lower,	 i.e.	when	more	 than	 	3	of	 identifiers	
agree	on	a	taxon.	



City Nature Challenge 2018 @fancy outcomes 

Common	species	
	



CSMON-LIFE: where it all began 

One	of	the	first	Italian	projects	funded	by	EU	(LIFE+	Programme,	LIFE13	ENV/IT/000842)	focusing	on	citizen	science	
approach	 to	monitor	 biodiversity.	The	 project	 stimulates	 the	 participation	 of	 citizens,	 involving	 them	 in	 the	 study,	
management	 and	 conservation	 of	 biodiversity,	 and	 creating	 an	 active	 collaboration	 between	 citizens,	 scientific	
community	and	institutions.	



CSMON-LIFE @outcomes 
Almost	4000	citizens	sent	about	16000	observations	on	1608	taxa	(validation	accuracy	of	87.6%).		

Among	these	observations,	9372	refer	to	the	66	target	species	of	the	CSMON-Life	project	(60%),	mainly	on	the	alien	species	

Plant	rare	species	-	Action	B3:	



CSMON-LIFE @citizen science really strikes! 

Climate	Change	Impact	
	

Species	Range	Shifts	 Ecological	Niche	Modeling	



Why Citizen Science, why City Nature Challenge? 

The	 time	 is	 now	 ripe	 to	 establish	 Permanent	
Citizen	 Observatories	 which	 will	 really	 let	 citizen	
science	click	up.	People	shall	collect	data	on	specific	
environmental	 issues	 using	 rigorous	 scientific	
monitoring	protocols	provided	by	researchers	 (e.g.	
to	avoid	not	uniform	sampling).		

The	goal	is	to	both	engage	local	residents	in	the	value	of	biodiversity,	but	
also	to	collect	important	data	for	scientists,	land	managers,		
non-profits,	and	governments	about	the	areas	that	they	help	to	protect.		

Nature	is	everywhere,	and	the	best	way	to	study	it	is	by	connecting	community	and	scientists	through	citizen	science	
(many	citizens	can	feed	few	researchers).		
		

> LIFE CONET! 
	



G R A Z I E… and 

see you in 2019!!!  
	



Why Citizen Science, why City Nature Challenge? 


