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 Entomologia Carniolica, published by 
the Italian naturalist Giovanni Antonio 
Scopoli (1723 - 1788) in 1763. 

The beginning of interest 
for the Italian Fauna 

In 1790 the Tuscan naturalist 
Pietro Rossi (1738 - 1804) 
published Fauna Etrusca and, 
in 1792, Mantissa Insectorum.- 
These are the first true work 
dealing with Italian fauna. 



Significantly, the first person to speak explicitly of 
Italian fauna was an enlightened and revolutionary 
man, a nepew of Napoleon, Carlo Luciano 
Bonaparte, who spent the main part of  his life in the 
late pre-unitary States of the Church. 

Carlo Luciano Bonaparte 
( 1803-1857) 





The first series of books describing the fauna of the new unitary Italian 
statewas issued by Vallardi (Milan), and comprised four volumes on 
vertebrates (1870-1872) 



In the same period, Anton 
Dohrn (1840-1909), a Darwin 
supporter, founded the 
Stazione Zoologica in Naples, 
which promoted  detailed 
studies on marine Italian 
biodiversity. 



Of great importance in developing the 
knowledge on Italian avifauna was the national 
Inchiesta ornitologica (Le Monnier, Firenze, 4 
vols) promoted at the end of the 19th century by 
the Italian zoologist and anthropologist Enrico 
Hillyer Giglioli (1845 - 1909). 



I 

Paolo Luigioni 
(1873 - 1937) 

Antonio Porta 
(1874 - 1971) 

Two more monumental works: Coleotteri d’Italia (1929) and Fauna 
coleopterorum Italica ( 1923-1959) 



The monography La Fauna, published 
in 1959 by the Touring Club Italiano, 
the work of a group of mostly 
professional  zoologists, working in the 
field of faunistic research at that time, 
co-ordinated by Alessandro Ghigi. 

This book became the «text-book» for 
successive generations of Italian 
zoologists, fauna esperts, 
biogeographers and students of 
nature conservation. 



A mention should be given to the 
series Guide per il riconoscimento 
delle specie animali delle acque 
interne italiane and Guide per il 
riconoscimento delle specie 
animali delle acque lagunari e 
costiere italiane  published by the 
Italian National Research Council 
(1977-1985). 



The «Fauna d’Italia» project and 
the Scientific Committee for the 

Fauna of Italy 



The Comitato Scientifico per la Fauna d’Italia  

Members of the Committee are appointed jointly and 
independently by the Promoters, namely the Italian National 
Academy of Entomology and the Italian Zoological Union. 
 
The Scientific Committee for the Italian Fauna has been 
chaired by some of the greatest scholars of the Italian fauna. 

Committee 	



Committee 	

Sandro Ruffo (1971-1991). 

Alessandro Minelli 
(1991-1998) 

Past Presidents 

Augusto Vigna Tagliantii (2000-2014.) 

Sergio Zangheri 
(1998-1999). 



President: Marco Alberto BOLOGNA 

Secretary-Treasurer: Marzio ZAPPAROLI 

Other members 
 

Ferdinando BOERO 
Lucio BONATO 
Achille CASALE 
Marco CURINI GALLETTI 
Bruno MASSA  
Alessandro MINELLI  
Marco OLIVERIO 
Augusto VIGNA TAGLIANTI  

Currently, the Committee is composed as follows 

Committee 	



«FAUNA D'ITALIA» 
A series of scientific monographs on different zoological taxa distributed in 
Italy and its sea, with information on diversity, systematics, biology and 
distribution. They are published since 1956 by by Calderini, Bologna. 
 

General repertoire of the animal species living in Italy published under the 
auspices of the National Academy of Entomology and Italian Zoological 
Union. The key presents in each volume allows to identify the Italian species 
of the examined taxon. 
 

For a decade (2003 – 2012), volumes were published under the auspices of 
the Italian Ministry of the Environment and Protection of Land and Sea. 



The first volume of the «Fauna 
d’Italia», Odonata, published in 1956 
by Cesare Conci and Cesare Nielsen. 

Cesare Conci 
(1920-2011) 

Cesare Nielsen 
(1898 - 1984) 



So far (2018),  
53 volumes have 
been issued, 2 are 
in press and many 
other are under 
preparation. 



Massa B., Fontana P., Buzzetti F.M., 
Kleukers R., Ode B., 2014. Orthoptera, Vol. 
48, 563 pp. + 1 CD. 



One of the  latest volumes ….. 

The book Cetacea,  
by Luigi Cagnolaro, Bruno Cozzi, 
Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara, 
Michela Podestà, issued in 2015. 

Luigi Cagnolaro  
(1934 - 2014) 



Other books published with the participation 
of the CSFI 



CHECKLIST OF THE SPECIES 
OF THE ITALIAN FAUNA 

57400 species of Protozoa 
and Medtazoa 

273 specialists 

1992-1995 



CHECK LIST OF THE 
SPECIES OF THE 
ITALIAN FAUNA 
 
The Checklist of the 
Species of the Italian Fauna 
is the first comprehensive 
inventory of  
the national fauna.  
 
This work  was supported 
by the Italian Ministry of the 
Environment and Protection 
of Land and Sea with the 
supervision of the Scientific 
Committee for the Fauna of 
Italy and under the 
auspices of the European 
Commission. 

Minelli A., Ruffo S., La Posta S. (eds), 1992-1995.Checklist 
delle specie della fauna italiana.  Ministero dell’Ambiente, 

Comitato Scientifico per la Fauna d’Italia. Calderini 
Editore. 

Available on line: http://www.comitato.faunaitalia.it/
Pubblicazioni.html 









The Italian 
Fauna remains 
the richnest in 
Europe 



The New Checklist project 



One Post-Doc position with LifeWatch grant for the 
first phase of the project with the support of another 

LifeWatch Post Doc 

Meetings of the Coordination Group of CSFI aimed 
at developing the New Checklist (23 and 28.6.2017; 

28.11 2017; 20.4.2018)  

Geographic and not political limits of Italy (Nizzardo, 
Principato di Monaco, Canton Ticino, Istria, San 
Marino, Città del Vaticano, arcipelago maltese)  



Evaluation: ca 61.000 species of Protozoa 
and Metazoa. Some 4000 additonal species 
after the 1995 edition, mostly Arthropoda 

Looking for taxonomic specialists: 
 
(a) Marine species: Biologia Marina Mediterranea, 

2008-2010, vols. 15 (suppl. 1) e 17 (suppl. 1);  
WoRMS (World Register of Marine Species); 

(b) Terrestrial species: Minelli A., Ruffo S., La Posta 
S. (eds), 1992-1995. Checklist delle specie della 
fauna italiana; 

 
(c) Agreements with new European specialists  



Timetable and organization 
 
(a)  first phase (ca. 2 years): taxonomic 

and distributional  updating 

(b)   second phase: (ca 2 years): 
regional distribution; 

(c) third phase (3/5 years): updating of 
the database with all faunitstic and 
ecological records and PDF of 
references. 



Thanks for your attention 
 

Comitato Scientifico per la Fauna d’Italia 


