
The series «Fauna d’Italia» 

Short history of  a publishing initiative 

for the scientific knowledge of  animal diversity in Italy 



Historical background 



The first work dealing with Italian fauna 

was Entomologia Carniolica, published by the 

Italian naturalist Giovanni Antonio 

Scopoli (1723 - 1788) in 1763. 

 

It was exclusively speciographic and 

examined a rather marginal area, which is 

partially outside the current Italian 

borders. 

 

This work was issued only five years after 

the publication of  the 10th edition of  

Systema Naturae, by Carl von Linné. 



Scopoli later  published a 

much larger work,  

Deliciae florae et faunae insubricae 

(1786 - 1788).  



In 1790 the Tuscan naturalist 

Pietro Rossi (1738 - 1804) 

published Fauna Etrusca and, in 

1792, Mantissa Insectorum. 

 

These are the first true work 

dealing with Italian fauna. 



Among the pionieristic 

works devoted to marine 

fauna it should be quoted 

the  

 

Memorie per servire alla storia 

de’ polipi marini (1785)  

 

and the  

 

Memoria per servire alla 

generazione dei pesci e dei 

granchi (1787),  

 

by the naturalist Filippo 

Cavolini (1756 - 1810), 

from Naples. 



Table and related indentation 

from the Cavolini’s Memorie 

per servire alla storia de’ polipi 

marini (1785). 



Another monograph on marine 

fauna: Zoologia Adriatica (1792), by the 

Venetian naturalist Giuseppe Olivi 

(1769 - 1795).  



Of  great scientific interest  are the 

publications by Oronzo Gabriele Costa  

on fauna of  southern Italy.  

The most significant are: 
 

Fauna Vesuviana (1827) 

Fauna di Aspromonte (1828) 

Fauna del Regno di Napoli (1832 …*) 

O.G. Costa  (1789 - 1867) *…continued by his son Achille Costa 



Significantly, the first person to speak explicitly of  

Italian fauna was an enlightened and revolutionary 

man, a nepew of  Napoleon,  

Carlo Luciano Bonaparte,  

who spent the main part of  life in the late  

pre-unitary States of  the Church. 

Carlo Luciano Bonaparte 

Paris, May 24, 1803 – Paris, July 29, 1857 



Significantly, the first person to speak explicitly of  

Italian fauna was an enlightened and revolutionary 

man, a nepew of  Napoleon,  

Carlo Luciano Bonaparte,  

who spent the main part of  life in the late  

pre-unitary States of  the Church. 
 

Prince of  Canino and Musignano, small villages in 

Latium, Viterbo, Central Italy, he was in fact a 

particularly gifted scientist with wide horizons, and 

divided his life between Science and Politics. 

Carlo Luciano Bonaparte 

Paris, May 24, 1803 – Paris, July 29, 1857 



From the foreword (December 21st, 1841):  
 

«Per Italia intendo il Bel Paese con tutte le isole adiacenti, gli animali non men noti degli uomini che loro 

appartengono dovranno chiamarsi italiani». [For Italy I mean the Beautiful Country with all the 

adjacent islands, the animals no less famous than men that they belong will be called Italian] 

His splendid large size 

three-volume Iconografia della 

fauna italica (1832 – 1841) is a 

milestone in the study of  

Italian animals, especially 

vertebrates. 















Even more significantly,  

Carlo Luciano Bonaparte 

promoted and presieded over 

the famous «Riunioni degli 

Scienziati Italiani», who were 

mostly true intellectual pioneers 

of  the Italian Risorgimento, the 

political and social movement 

that consolidated different 

states of  the Italian 

peninsula  into a single state. 



Alongside with Carlo Luciano Bonaparte, 

another great expert on Italian fauna was 

Achille Costa, son of  Oronzo Gabriele, 

especially  known for his explorations of  

Sardinia and the souther Apennines 

(Aspromonte, Sila, Pollino) and their 

detailed reports published in the second 

half  of  19th century. 

Achille Costa (1823 – 1898) 



1861-1870, the Unification of  Italy 

Michele Cammarano, The charge of  bersaglieri at Porta Pia,  

Oil on canvas 290×467, 1871 (Napoli, Museo di Capodimonte) 



The first series of  books describing the fauna of  the new unitary Italy was 

issued by the Vallardi publishing house (Milan), and comprised four volumes on 

vertebrates published between 1870 and 1872. 



In the same period,  

Anton Dohrn (1840-1909),  

a Darwin supporter, founded the 

Stazione Zoologica in Naples, 

which promoted  detailed studies 

on marine Italian biodiversity. 



The work, with its 

wonderful tables, is still 

crucial in the study of  

anatomy, embryology and 

systematic of  the taxon. 

Arnold Lang (1855-1914)  

Among the series promoted by the Stazione 

Zoologica of  Naples “Fauna und Floran des Golfes 

von Naples” (40 items, from Ctenophora to 

Nudibranchia in German, English, Italian or 

French), it should be mentioned the monograph 

by the Swiss naturalist A. Lang devoted 

to Polycladida (1884). 



Tables from Lang’s Die Polycladen (Seeplanarien) des Golfes von Neapel (1884). 



Of  great interest in the 

study of  Mediterranean 

malacological fauna was 

the Sicilian amateur 

Tommaso di Maria Allery, 

Marchese di Monterosato 

(1841-1927). 

 

 

 

 

 

His collection of  shells is 

considered among the 

most important and is 

now preserved in the 

Municipal Museum of  

Zoology in Rome. 



Hundreds of  forms, varieties, 

species of  Italian terrestrial and 

freshwater molluscs was described 

by the Marchesa Marianna 

Paulucci Panciatichi Ximenes of  

Aragon, a Tuscan noblewoman  

(1835-1919). 

She published 

mostly on the 

Bullettino della 

Società 

Malacologica 

Italiana and the 

Journal de 

Conchyliologie. 



The series of  books published by  

U. Hoepli (Milan) between 1896 and 1914 
was an important educational tool for the 

younger generation of  naturalists. 



Of  great importance in developing 

the knowledge on Italian avifauna was 

the national Inchiesta ornitologica (Le 

Monnier, Firenze, 4 vols) promoted at 

the end of  the 19th century by the 

Italian zoologist and anthropologist 

Enrico Hillyer Giglioli (1845 - 1909). 



Carlo Emery  (1848 - 1925)  

In 1916 the Italian entomologist Carlo 

Emery published a monography on 

Italian Formicidae, intended to be the 

first of  a series titled Fauna Entomologica 

Italiana. 



Fauna coleopterorum Italica ( 1923-1959) 

I Coleotteri d’Italia (1929) 

Paolo Luigioni 

(1873 - 1937) 

Antonio Porta 

(1874 - 1971) 

Two more monumental works  

of  great interest. 



Roger Verity (1883 - 1959) published  

Le Farfalle diurne d’Italia (1940 - 1953):  

five large volumes on Italian butterflies 
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Other books of  general interest, 

or even popular interest about 

Italian fauna are not particularly 

numerous. 
 

The Fauna italiana by Giuseppe 

Colosi (1892 - 1975), published 

by UTET (Turin) in 1933 was 

the only comprehensive book 

available in the first half  of  20th 

century. 



Ocellated lizard - Timon lepidus (Daudin, 1802), from Colosi G., 1933. Fauna italiana, UTET, Turin. 



Fom Colosi G., 1933. Fauna italiana, UTET, Turin. 



1945 

the end of  Fascism and the Liberation of  Italy  

from German occupation. 

Birth of  a new nation and free cultural activities. 

 



The monography La Fauna, published 

in 1959 by the Touring Club Italiano, 

the work of  a group of  mostly 

professional  zoologists, working in the 

field of  faunistic research at that time, 

co-ordinated by Alessandro Ghigi. 

This book became the «text-book» for 

successive generations of  Italian zoologists, 

fauna esperts, biogeographers and students 

of  nature conservation. 



Ten years later,  

two volumes on  Italian 

vertebrates were published: 

Pesci, Anfibi e Rettili by Enrico 

Tortonese and Benedetto 

Lanza (1968) and Uccelli e 

Mammiferi by Pietro Zangheri 

and Angelo Pasa (1969) 

(Martello, Firenze). 

 

They represented the 

incentive for a new generation 

of  naturalists. 



The Museo Civico di Storia Naturale in 

Verona  sponsored faunistic research in 

southern Italy and in the Apennines 

starting in 1954 through its Apennine 

fauna research programme financed by the 

Italian National Council of  Research 

(C.N.R.). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More recently the Verona’s Museum has 

played an active part in supervising the 

modern Fauna d’Italia series and the recent  

Cheklist delle specie della fauna d’Italia. 



 Staurocladia portmanni, plate by Ilona Richter 

from Anita Brinckmann -Voss’s monograph on Anthomedusae of  the Mediterranean, 

39th of  the Fauna e Flora del Golfo di Napoli series (1970) 



A mention should be given to the 

series Guide per il riconoscimento delle specie 

animali delle acque interne italiane and Guide 

per il riconoscimento delle specie animali delle 

acque lagunari e costiere italiane  published 

by the Italian National Research 

Council (1977-1985). 



Following the footsteps of  some early 

examples of  the 1980s, various faunistic 

atlases were published in the 1990s, especially 

for birds, reptiles and amphibians, providing 

precious details and facts about distribution 

patterns of  Italian fauna. 



The series "Quaderni di Conservazione 

della Natura" starts in 2001 from a 

collaboration  between Direzione 

Protezione della Natura e del Mare and 

ISPRA (formerly INFS, National 

Institute for Wildlife) in order to 

develop strategies for protection and 

management of  the national fauna. 

In this frame monographs on mammals 

(2002), birds  (2003, 2004, 2005) 

freshwater fishes (2004) and amphibians 

(2009) were published . 

 

Almost all are available on line 

(http://www.minambiente.it/). 



New tools in 21st century : 

 

CD-ROM and on-line resources 

on Italian Coleoptera. 

http://www.societaentomologicaitaliana.it/ 



The modern «Fauna d’Italia» project:  

the beginning… 



In 1952 the President of  the 

Accademia Nazionale Italiana di 

Entomologia, Guido Grandi, 

and the President of  the Società 

Entomologica Italiana, 

Ferdinando Solari, call the 

Italian entomologists for a joint 

meeting with Italian zoologists 

aimed at starting the project  

“Fauna d’Italia”. 



Few days later the same 

call was send to the Italian 

zoologists by the President 

of  the Unione Zoologica 

Italiana, Mario Benazzi, 

and the Secretary, Mario 

Salfi. 
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Florence, Italy, the location of  the 

Italian entomologists and zoologists 

meeting,  in Via Romana 17. 

 

Presently the venue of  the Florence 

University Zoological Museum  

«La Specola». 
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Proceedings 

of  the 1952 

joint meeting 

in Florence  



Sono presenti i Signori Accademici: 

Ordinari: G. GRANDI, R. GRANDORI, E. GRIDELLI, A. MELIS, M . SALFI, A. 

SERVADEI, F. SOLARI, A. VECCHI, F. VENTURI. 

Straordinari: F. INVREA. 

Hanno giustificato la loro assenza gli Accademici ordinari A. GOIDANICH, C. JUCCI ed E. 

ZAVATTARI. 

 

Degli entomologi e zoologi italiani non appartenenti all'Accademia sono presenti  

i Titolari di Cattedre Universitarie: M. BENAZZI, G. COLOSI ed E. PADOA ;  

 

I Liberi docenti: V. BALDASSERONI, M. GRANDI, M. LA GRECA, E. LUCCHESE, V. 

LUPO, M. MARTELLI, MAZZI, OMODEO, M. M. PRINCIPI, S. BUFFO, 

SCIACCHITANO ed E. TORTONESE ;  

 

I Dottori: F. BECCARI, F. CAPRA, M. CARIMINI, M. CLAMPOLINI, C. CONCI, C. 

CONSIGLIO, G. A. FENILI, A. FIORI, G. FIORI, FRANCESCHI, B. LANZA, M. 

MAGISTRETTI, G. MARCUZZI, E. MELLINI, N. PAPANICOLAU, F. PEGAZZANO, 

A. RICCHELLO, G. SACCA, TORBOSI, S. ZANGHERI, R. ZOCCHI;  

 

I Signori: B. BACCETTI, M. CERRUTI, Marchese S. PATRIZI. 

From the official report of  the meeting in Florence, April 18-19, 1952 



Il Presidente apre la seduta nella sede dell'Accademia di Entomologia (aula delle 

adunanze), alle ore 10 e porge ai convenuti il saluto dell'Accademia. 

Illustra poi brevemente la ragione della riunione ed espone quanto è stato fatto per 

organizzare il lavoro preparatorio alla pubblicazione di una "Fauna italiana", opera 

desiderata ed invocata da più generazioni di naturalisti e di estrema importanza, se si vuole 

favorire e permettere la formazione e l'attività di molti indagatori dei fenomeni naturali a 

qualsiasi categoria di specialisti essi appartengano. 

L'Accademia Nazionale Italiana di Entomologia, che si è fatta iniziatrice dell'opera, ha 

preso i necessari accordi con l'"Unione Zoologica Italiana", rappresentata dal suo Presidente 

di turno Prof. M. BENAZZI e dal suo Segretario Perpetuo Prof. M. SALFI, per riunire le 

rispettive forze onde raggiungere lo scopo. Si è pertanto deciso che la direzione della parte 

entomologica sia assunta dal Prof. G. GRANDI, quella della parte riguardante gli altri 

animali dal Prof. M. SALFI. 

Il Presidente rende noto altresì che gli assaggi fatti presso alcune delle principali Case 

Editrici italiane, laboriosi e non facili perchè l'opera si presenta di grande mole e promette un 

profitto economico solo a lunga scadenza, hanno consentito di entrare in trattative conclusive 

con la Casa Editrice "Edizioni Agricole" di Bologna, la quale stamperà la Fauna 

(limitandosi però, almeno all'inizio, a pubblicare due soli volumi all'anno) e sosterrà le spese 

della riproduzione di tutte le illustrazioni. 

From the official report of  the meeting in Florence, April 18-19, 1952 



Egli pensa che, per la compilazione delle istruzioni che dovranno governare l'opera, sarà utile 

una libera discussione fra i convenuti (entomologi fra loro nell'aula delle adunanze 

dell'Accademia, zoologi, sensu stricto, fra loro, nell'aula dell'Istituto di Zoologia, gentilmente 

concessa dal Prof. COLOSI), e che per concretare il piano di lavoro per i prossimi anni sarà 

egualmente utile conoscere dalla viva voce dei presenti quali parti della Fauna ciascuno di essi 

si assume il compito di elaborare ed, approssimativamente, quale sia il tempo da ciascuno 

ritenuto necessario per compiere il lavoro. 

Il risultato della prima consultazione è concentrato nelle "Istruzioni" che l'Accademia 

pubblicherà e diffonderà fra tutti gli interessati. Il resultato della seconda ha permesso di 

compilare, in ordine alfabetico, il seguente elenco:  

Dr. F. CAPRA, Neurotteri Mirmeleonidi e Ascalafidi;  

Rag. M. CERRUTI, Coleotteri Stafilinidi Stafilinini;  

Dr. C. CONCI e Dr. C. NIELSEN, Odonati;  

Dr. G. FIORI, Coleotteri Birridi;  

Prof. G. M. GHIDINI, Ditteri Tabanidi;  

Prof. M . GRANDI, Efemeroidei;  

Prof. R. GRANDORI, Afidi Fillosserini;  

Prof. E. GRIDELLI, Coleotteri Tenebrionidi;  

Dr. F. INVREA, Imenotteri Mutillidi;  

Dr. M. LA GRECA, Ortotteri (esclusi gli Acrididi);  

Prof. E. LUCCHESE, Ditteri Sirfidi;  

Prof. V. Lupo, Omotteri Diaspini;  

Dr. M. MAGISTRETTI, Coleotteri Edemeridi;  

Professori M. MARTELLI e D. ROBERTI, Afidi 

(esclusi i Fillosserini);  

Prof. A. MELIS, Tisanotteri;  

Prof. G. C. MORETTI, Tricotteri;  

Prof. G. MULLER, Coleotteri Cavernicoli, Coleotteri 

Isteridi, Scaritini, Harpalini;  

Prof. M. PRINCIPI, Neurotteri Crisopidi;  

Prof. S. RUFFO, Coleotteri Crisomelidi Crisomelini;  

Dr. G. SACCA’, Ditteri Sarcofagidi Sarcofagini;  

Prof. M. .SALFI, Ortotteri Acrididi;  

Prof. A. SERVADEI, ceneri degli Eterotteri, Jassidi;  

Dr. F. SOLARI, Coleotteri Brachyderini e 

Otiorrhynchini, escluso il gen. Otiorrhynchus;  

Prof. F. VENTURI, Ditteri Sarcofagidi non 

Saxcofagini e Conopidi. 

 

 



After the death of  his main promoter, 

prof. Guido Grandi, the publication of  

the series “Fauna d’Italia” slowed 

down for some years. 

Guido Grandi (1886 - 1970) 



The modern «Fauna d’Italia» project:  

the Scientific Committee for the Fauna of  Italy 



A new agreement 

between Accademia 

Nazionale Italiana di 

Entomologia, Unione 

Zoologica Italiana and 

Calderini publishing 

house was signed in 

January 1975. 

 

Under this agreement 

an Editoral board with 

the scientific 

responsability of  the 

series was estabilished, 

then called Scientific 

committee. 



1989: the Scientific Committee for the Fauna of  Italy was officially constituted 

on June 5, in Forlì, Italy. 

Committee  

Aims of  the Committee  are (Art. 2 of  the Statute):  
 

a) the planning, the organization and the scientific supervision of  the volumes to 

be published in the series "Fauna d’Italia", which promoters are the Italian 

National Academy of  Entomology and the Italian Zoological Union; as well as the 

planning, the organization and the scientific supervision of  other publishing 

initiatives, by any means and media, relating to wildlife in general; 
 

b) providing scientific advice (business). 



Presently  the venue of  the 

Committee is at the 

Dipartimento di Biologia e 

Biotecnologie «Charles 

Darwin»,  Sapienza University 

of  Rome, Viale dell'Università, 

32 - 00185 Roma 

Committee  



Members of  the Committee are 

appointed jointly and 

independently by the Promoters, 

namely the Italian National 

Academy of  Entomology and 

the Italian Zoological Union. 

 

The Scientific Committee for 

the Italian Fauna has been 

chaired by some of  the greatest 

scholars of  the Italian fauna: 

Committee  

Sandro Ruffo (1915-2010),  

Italian zoologist and 

museologist, was animator 

and president of  the 

Committee from 1971 to 

1991. 
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Alessandro Minelli, zoologist, specialist on Myriapoda, 

President of  the CSFI from 1991 to 1998. 



Sergio Zangheri, applied entomologist, specialist on Lepidoptera, 

ad interim President of  the CSFI from 1998 to 1999. 
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Augusto Vigna Taglianti, zoologist, specialist on Coleoptera Carabidae,  

President of  the CSFI from 2000 to 2014. 



Past Members of  the CSFI 

Gilberto Gandolfi 

Renzo Stefani  

(1922-2007) 

Baccio Baccetti  

(1931-2010) 

Sebastiano Barbagallo 
Felice Capra 

(1896-1991)  

Cesare Conci 

(1920-2011) 

Romano Dallai 

Giorgio Fiori 

(1923-1983) 

Folco Giusti 
Athos Goidanich 

(1905-1987) 

Marcello La Greca 

(1914-2001) 

Minos Martelli 

(1912-2006) 

Antonio Servadei 

(1908-1979) 

Claudio Chemini 



President 
 

Marco Alberto BOLOGNA 

Dipartimento di Scienze, Università RomaTre 

Viale G. Marconi, 446 - 00146 Roma 

tel. +39 3290570914 +39 06 57336327 

fax + 39 06 57336321 

E-mail: marcoalberto.bologna@uniroma3.it 

Secretary-Treasurer 
 

Marzio ZAPPAROLI 

Dipartimento per la Innovazione nei sistemi 

Biologici, Agroalimentari e Forestali (DIBAF), 

Università degli Studi della Tuscia 

Via San Camillo de Lellis snc - 01100 Viterbo 

tel.: +39 0761 357 472 

fax: +39 0761 357 389 

E-mail: zapparol@unitus.it 

Other members 
 

Ferdinando BOERO (University of  Salento) 

Lucio BONATO (University of  Padua) 

Achille CASALE (Turin) 

Marco CURINI GALLETTI (University of  Sassari) 

Bruno MASSA (University of  Palermo) 

Alessandro MINELLI (Padua) 

Marco OLIVERIO (Sapienza University of  Rome) 

Augusto VIGNA TAGLIANTI (Rome) 

Currently, the Committee is composed as follows 



The Committee is a non-profit organization and its members are not paid 

for their work. 

 

The funds available to the Committee are represented by contributions 

and allocations of  public or private bodies, national or international, or 

private citizens, as well as by income from scientific advisory activities. 

 

The Committee delivers these funds, after careful peer review, for the 

implementation of  the scientific and publishing initiatives of  the 

Committee. 

Committee  Committee  



Publications 



«FAUNA D'ITALIA» 

A series of  scientific monographs on different zoological taxa distributed in Italy and 

its seas rich of  information on diversity, systematics, biology and distribution. They are 

published since 1956 by the Edizioni Calderini, Bologna. 
 

General repertoire of  the animal species living in Italy published under the auspices 

of  the National Academy of  Entomology and Italian Zoological Union. The key 

presents in each volume allows to identify the Italian species of  the examined taxon. 
 

For a decade (2003 – 2012), volumes were published under the auspices of  the Italian 

Ministry of  the Environment and Protection of  Land and Sea. 



Title page of  the first volume of  the 

«Fauna d’Italia», Odonata, published in 1956 

by Cesare Conci and Cesare Nielsen. 

Cesare Conci 

(1920-2011) 

Cesare Nielsen 

(1898 - 1984) 



So far (2015),  

50 volumes have 

been issued and 

many other are 

under preparation. 



“Fauna d’Italia”  

    1956 - 2015 

50 monographs 

including 3  

topografic-synonymic 

catalogues  

on 26 orders of  Metazoa,  

28 on insects, 

16 on Coleoptera,  

more than 24.000 pages,  

near  9.110 species, 

ca.15% of  the  

whole Italian fauna 



Title pages of  volumes 10 (1970) and 11 (1976) on bone fishes  

by Enrico Tortonese 



Stoat 

Mustela erminea Linnaeus, 1758 

Table by Umberto Catalano from Boitani L., Lovari S., Vigna Taglianti A. (eds)  

2003. Mammalia. III - Carnivora – Artiodactyla. Fauna d’Italia, Vol. 38, 434 pp. 



Alpine salamander 

Salamandra atra Laurenti, 1768 

Table by Umberto Catalano from Lanza B., Andreone F., Bologna M. A., Corti C., 

Razzetti E. (eds), 2007. Amphibia. Fauna d’Italia, Vol. 42, 512 pp. + tavv. 



From Pansini M., Manconi R., Pronzato R. (eds), 2011. Porifera I - Calcarea, Demo-

spongiae (partim), Hexactinellida, Homoscleromorpha Fauna d’Italia, Vol. 46, 554 pp. 

 

 



Brown long-eared bat 

Plecotus auritus  (Linnaeus, 1758) 

Drawings by Umberto Catalano from Lanza B., 2012. 

Mammalia. V - Chiroptera. Fauna d’Italia, Vol. 47, 786 pp. 



Drawings by Umberto Catalano from Lanza B., 2012. 

Mammalia. V - Chiroptera. Fauna d’Italia, Vol. 47, 786 pp. 

Long-fingered bat 

Myotis capaccinii (Bonaparte, 1837) 



Title page and exemplifying table from Massa B., 

Fontana P., Buzzetti F.M., Kleukers R., Ode B., 

2014. Orthoptera, Vol. 48, 563 pp. + 1 CD. 



The latest volumes ….. 

The book Cetacea,  

by Luigi Cagnolaro, Bruno Cozzi, 

Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara, 

Michela Podestà, issued in 2015. 

Luigi Cagnolaro  

(1934 - 2014) 



Table by Massimo Demma from Cagnolaro et al., 2015. Mammalia. IV - 

Cetacea. Fauna d’Italia, Vol. 49, 375 pp. 

Cuvier’s beaked whale 

Ziphius cavirostris (G. Cuvier, 1823) 





Figs from Cagnolaro et 

al., 2015. Mammalia. IV 

- Cetacea. Fauna d’Italia,  

Vol. 49, 375 pp. 



The book Marine Rotifera,  

by Willem H. De Smet,  

Giulio Melone, Diego Fontaneto, 

Francesca Leasi, issued in 2015 the 

first of  the series in English 

language. 

The latest volumes ….. 







Other publications 



CHECK LIST OF THE 

SPECIES OF THE 

ITALIAN FAUNA 

 

The Checklist of  the 

Species of  the Italian Fauna 

is the first comprehensive 

inventory of   

the national fauna.  
 

This work  was supported 

by the Italian Ministry of  

the Environment and 

Protection of  Land and Sea 

with the supervision of  the 

Scientific Committee for the 

Fauna of  Italy and under the 

auspices of  the European 

Commission. 

Minelli A., Ruffo S., La Posta S. (eds), 1992-1995.Checklist delle specie 

della fauna italiana.  Ministero dell’Ambiente, Comitato Scientifico per la 

Fauna d’Italia. Calderini Editore. 

Available on line: http://www.comitato.faunaitalia.it/Pubblicazioni.html 



Having been entrusted with the task by 

the Ministry of  the Environment and 

Land and Sea Protection and in agreement 

with the Scientific Committee of  Italian 

Fauna, the Italian Society of  Marine 

Biology  (SIBM) in 2008-2010 has revised 

and updated the checklist of  the species 

of  Italian marine fauna (1,116 protozoan 

and 9,655 animal species). 

Relini G. ed., 2008. Checklist della Flora e della Fauna dei mari italiani – Checklist of  the Flora and Fauna 

of  Italian seas. Biologia Marina  Mediterranea, 15 (Suppl. 1): 1-385. 

Relini G. ed., 2010. Checklist della Flora e della Fauna dei mari italiani – Checklist of  the Flora and Fauna 

of  Italian seas. Parte II. Biologia Marina  Mediterranea, 17 (Suppl. 1): 1-828 + Indexes. 

Available on line http://www.sibm.it/ 



Ruffo S., Stoch F. eds, 2007. Checklist and distribution of  the Italian fauna. Mem. Mus. Civ. St. Nat. Verona, 

(2) Sez. Sc. Vita, 17 (2006): 1-303  +  CD ROM [Italian version published in 2005] 

Free download http://www.comitato.faunaitalia.it/Pubblicazioni.html 

CHECKLIST AND DISTRIBUTION 

OF THE ITALIAN FAUNA (CK MAP) 

 

Checklist and distribution of  more than 

10.000 terrestrial and freshwater Italian 

animal species. 
 

The first comprehensive database of  the 

geografic distribution of  our fauna  

(> 570.000 record). 
 

This work was produced by the 

Italian  Ministry of  the Environment and 

Protection of  Land and Sea in coordination 

with the Scientific Committee for the Fauna 

of  Italy and the Municipal Museum of  

Natural History of  Verona, Italy. 



CHECKLIST AND DISTRIBUTION 

OF THE ITALIAN FAUNA (CK MAP) 

Screenshot from data base in CD Rom with  

species distribution and sites windows open. 



The recent (2008) Fauna Europaea 

shows Italy has having the largest 

number of  animal species in Europe  

(ca. 40% of  the whole fauna). 

Stoch F., 2008. The Italian fauna. From knowledge to conservation. Min. Ambiente, Tutela Territorio e del Mare, 37 pp. 



This primacy poses serious questions 

about the best way of  conserving this 

irreplaceable heritage, which is further 

enhanced by the high percentage (ca.30%) 

of  endemic or sub-endemic species. 

Stoch F., 2008. The Italian fauna. From knowledge to conservation. Min. Ambiente, Tutela Territorio e del Mare, 37 pp. 



The Checklist of  the species of  the 

Italian Fauna and the CK map database 

provide the basis to plan the conservation 

of  the Italian fauna. 

Stoch F., 2008. The Italian fauna. From knowledge to conservation. Min. Ambiente, Tutela Territorio e del Mare, 37 pp. 



WILDLIFE IN ITALY 

 

The Italian Ministry of  the Environment 

and Protection of  Land and Sea , with 

the support of  the experts of  the 

Scientific Committee for the Fauna of  

Italy, revisited, after forty years, the classic 

monograph on the fauna published in 

1959 by the Italian Touring Club. Several 

qualified Italian zoologists collaborated to 

this monograph. 

 

It was so set a new group of  scholars 

who produced - with this book - a new 

reading of  the animal population in Italy, 

structured by habitats. 

Minelli A., Chemini C., Argano R.,  Ruffo S. eds, 2002. La Fauna in Italia. 

Touring Editore, Min. Ambiente e Tutela del Territoro. 



Reissue of  Bonaparte’s 

 “Iconografia della Fauna Italica per le quattro classi degli Animali Vertebrati” (1832-1841)  

(2003, Canova Edizioni, Padua, Italy) 



SPECIES AND HABITATS OF 

COMMUNITY INTEREST IN ITALY 

 

The Scientific Committee for the Italian 

Fauna has reviewed and processed the 

faunistic data relating to invertebrates and 

coordinated the drafting of  the faunistic 

part for the 3rd Report Habitats Directive, 

submitted to the European Commission in 

December 2013. 

The report contains updated information 

on distribution, status, threats and trends 

of  all species and habitats of  community 

interest in Italy. 

A summary of  the results is contained in 

the book published by ISPRA, Series 

Reports 194/2014. 



Published Volumes of  «Fauna d’Italia»  (number of  species treated in brackets) 
 

Vol. 1 - 1956 - Odonata - C. Conci, C. Nielsen - 308 pp. (80) 

Vol. 2 - 1956 - Leptocardia - Cyclostomata - Selachii - E. Tortonese - 334 pp. (1 + 3 + 60) 

Vol. 3 - 1960 - Ephemeroidea - M. Grandi - 474 pp. (75) 

Vol. 4 - 1959 - Mammalia - Generalità, Insectivora, Chiroptera - A. Toschi & B. Lanza - 488 pp. 

Vol. 5 - 1964 - Mutillidae - Myrmosidae - F. Invrea - 302 pp. (55 + 6) 

Vol. 6 - 1965 - Echinodermata - E. Tortonese - 422 pp. (102) 

Vol. 7 - 1965 - Mammalia - Lagomorpha, Rodentia, Carnivora, Ungulata, Cetacea – A. Toschi - 648 pp. (6 + 28 + 14 + 9  

             + 12) 

Vol. 8 - 1965 - Coleoptera - Cicindelidae, Carabidae (Catalogo topografico) - M. Magistretti - 512 pp. (1218) 

Vol. 9 - 1967 - Rhynchota - Heteroptera, Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha (Catalogo topografico e sinonimico) - A.  

              Servadei - 851 pp. (1375 + 788) 

Vol. 10 - 1970 - Osteichthyes - Pesci ossei - parte prima - E. Tortonese - 566 pp. (165) 

Vol. 11 - 1975 - Osteichthyes - Pesci ossei - parte seconda - E. Tortonese - 636 pp. (271) 

Vol. 12 - 1976 - Coleoptera - Dryopidae, Elminthidae - M. Olmi - 280 pp. (17 + 27) 

Vol. 13 - 1978 - Diptera Nematocera - Simuliidae - L. Rivosecchi - 536 pp. (80) 

Vol. 14 - 1979 - Coleoptera - Haliplidae, Hygrobiidae, Gyrinidae, Dytiscidae - M.E. Franciscolo - 804 pp. (22 + 1 + 14 +   

              187 (tot. 224)) 

Vol. 15 - 1979 - Hirudinea - A. Minelli - 152 pp. (28) 

Vol. 16 - 1980 - Coleoptera - Histeridae - P. Vienna - 386 pp. (164) 

Vol. 17 - 1980 - Coleoptera - Anthicidae - I. Bucciarelli - 240 pp. (92) 

Vol. 18 - 1982 - Coleoptera - Carabidae. I - Introduzione, Paussinae, Carabinae - A. Casale, M. Sturani, A. Vigna  

               Taglianti - 500 pp. (69) 

Vol. 19 - 1982 - Coleoptera - Staphylinidae - Generalità - Xantholininae - A. Bordoni - 434 pp. (80) 

Vol. 20 - 1983 - Ephydridae - Canaceidae - S. Canzoneri, D. Meneghini - 338 pp. (160 + 2) 

Vol. 21 - 1984 - Crustacea - Copepoda: Calanoida (d'acqua dolce) - E. Stella - 102 pp. (21) 

Vol. 22 - 1985 - Lepidoptera - Noctuidae. I - Generalità, Hadeninae, Cucullinae - E. Berio - 972 pp., 32 tavv. (110 + 178) 

Vol. 23 - 1985 - Cladocera - F.G. Margaritora - 400 pp. (109) 

Vol. 24 - 1986 - Tardigrada - W. Maucci - 388 pp. (204) 

Vol. 25 - 1987 - Coleoptera - Staphylinidae - Omaliinae - A. Zanetti - 472 pp. (200 ca.)                                 ./. 



Vol. 26 - 1988 - Coleoptera - Cerambycidae (Catalogo topografico e sinonimico) - G. Sama - 216 pp. (267) 

Vol. 27 - 1991 - Lepidoptera - Noctuidae. II - Sezione Quadrifide - E. Berio - 710 pp., 16 tavv. (181) 

Vol. 28 - 1991 - Coleoptera - Meloidae - M.A. Bologna - 542 pp. (61) 

Vol. 29 - 1992 - Aves. I - Gaviidae - Phasianidae - P. Brichetti, P. De Franceschi, N. Baccetti (eds) - 964 pp. (151) 

Vol. 30 - 1992 - Diptera Sciomyzidae - L. Rivosecchi - 270 pp. (80) 

Vol. 31 - 1993 - Crustacea - Amphipoda di acqua dolce - G.S. Karaman - 338 pp. (89) 

Vol. 32 - 1993 - Coleoptera - Nitidulidae - Kateretidae - P.A. Audisio - 972 pp. (168) 

Vol. 33 - 1994 - Coleoptera - Elateridae - G. Platia - 430 pp. (243) 

Vol. 34 - 1996 - Coleoptera - Staphylinidae - Leptotyphlinae - R. Pace - 328 pp. (157) 

Vol. 35 - 1997 - Coleoptera - Lucanidae - M.E. Franciscolo - 228 pp. (9) 

Vol. 36 - 1998 - Acari - Ixodida - G. Manilla - 280 pp. (36) 

Vol. 37 - 1999 - Hymenoptera - Dryinidae - Embolemidae - M. Olmi - 426 pp. (133 + 3) 

Vol. 38 - 2003 - Mammalia. III - Carnivora - Artiodactyla - L. Boitani, S. Lovari, A. Vigna Taglianti (eds) - 434 pp. (17 + 9) 

Vol. 39 - 2004 - Chaetognata - E. Ghirardelli, T. Gamulin - 158 pp. (30) 

Vol. 40 - 2005 - Hymenoptera - Sphecidae - G. Pagliano, E. Negrisolo - 560 pp. (380) 

Vol. 41 - 2006 - Coleoptera - Aphodiidae - Aphodiinae - G. Dellacasa & M. Dellacasa - 484 pp. (128) 

Vol. 42 - 2007 - Amphibia - B. Lanza, F. Andreone, M.A. Bologna, C. Corti, E. Razzetti (eds) - 538 pp. (44) 

Vol. 43 - 2008 - Plecoptera - R. Fochetti, J.M. Tierno de Figueroa - 340 pp. (160) 

Vol. 44 - 2008 - Mammalia. II. Erinaceomorpha - Soricomorpha - Lagomorpha - Rodentia - G. Amori, L. Contoli, A.   

              Nappi (eds) - 736 pp. (2 + 15 + 6 + 31) 

Vol. 45 - 2011 - Reptilia - C. Corti, M. Capula, L. Luiselli, E. Razzetti, R. Sindaco (eds) - 800 pp., 58 tavv. (9 + 27 + 22) 

Vol. 46 - 2011 - Porifera I - Calcarea, Demospongiae (partim), Hexactinellida, Homoscleromorpha - M. Pansini, R. 

              Manconi, R. Pronzato (eds) – 554 pp., 16 tavv. (185) 

Vol. 47 - 2012 - Mammalia V. Chiroptera - B. Lanza - 786 pp., 47 tavv. (39) 

Vol. 48 - 2012 - Orthoptera - B. Massa, P. Fontana, F.M. Buzzetti, R. Kleukers, B. Odé (eds) - 563 pp., 185 tavv., 1 CD  

               Rom (349) 

Vol. 49 - 2014 - Mammalia IV. Cetacea – L. Cagnolaro, B. Cozzi, G. Notarbartolo di Sciara, M. Podestà (eds) - 390 pp. +  

               105 tavv. (23) 

Vol. 50 - 2015 - Marine Rotifera - W.H. De Smet, G. Melone, D. Fontaneto, F. Leasi -  IX + 254 pp., 166 figs (118) 
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